 Julie Dunbabin Food Culture Evolution Award 2026
Nominations close: Friday 31 July 2026
Nominations are welcome from anyone in the school community, teachers, food service operators, principals, parents, or School Food Matters program coordinators.
The Julie Dunbabin Food Culture Evolution Award recognises Tasmanian schools that are creating positive, lasting change in the way students and school communities engage with food. 

Named in honour of Julie Dunbabin's passion for improving food culture in schools, the award celebrates schools that are fostering healthy eating habits, encouraging student participation, building food literacy, and creating environments where nutritious food is valued, enjoyed, and shared. 

We encourage nominations for schools at any stage of their journey, recognising that meaningful change can take many forms and that progress, commitment, and innovation are just as important as outcomes.

The winning school will receive the Julie Dunbabin Food Culture Evolution Award trophy, along with a $500 prize to invest in an initiative, resource, project, or activity of their choice that further strengthens and supports their school's food culture.
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Nominator Details
Your Name: ______________________________________
School/Organisation: _____________________________
Email/Phone: _____________________________________
Your connection with the school you're nominating

[image: ]
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Nominated School
Name of School: __________________________________




Award Criteria
Please tick any areas that you believe the nominated school demonstrates and provide examples or comments where appropriate.



Student Engagement 
Student Engagement – Are students are actively involved in food-related activities such as cooking, gardening, menu planning, food preparation, food education, or making food choices?
☐Yes	☐No	

If Yes - Select the food-related activities on offer

☐ Cooking
☐ Gardening
☐ Menu Planning
☐ Food Preparation

☐ Food Education
☐ Making Food Choices
☐ Student Volunteers in food services
☐ Other

Provide examples of how students are involved in food-related activities and what the outcomes are achieved: (Max 500 Characters)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Promotion of Healthy Eating
The school actively promotes healthy eating, nutrition awareness, and/or provides access to nutritious food options.
☐Yes	☐No
Comments/Examples: Tell us how the school does this (Max 500 Characters)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Innovation
The school uses creative or innovative approaches to engage students with food, nutrition, cooking, gardening, or food culture.
☐Yes	☐No
Comments/Examples - Tell us about some of the fun and interesting ways the school is doing this (Max 500 Characters)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Whole-School Approach
The school encourages health promotion activities around healthy food practices and nutritional awareness across the broader school community, including students, staff, families, and volunteers.
☐Yes	☐No

☐ School Food Policy Actively Used
☐ SmartFood (Canteen Accreditation) ☐ School Lunch Program
☐ School Garden
☐ Breakfast Club
☐ Cultural Celebrations
☐ Food Waste Options (Compost)
☐ Resources sent home to Families  
☐ Family engagement through events
☐ Healthy Fund-Raising Activities
☐ Other


Comments/Examples: Tell the story of how the whole school community is getting involved (Max 500 Characters)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Curriculum Links
The school incorporates food, nutrition, cooking, gardening, sustainability, or related topics into teaching and learning programs.
Comments/Examples: How does the school link food with education? (Max 500 Characters)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Food Culture Evolution
The school has demonstrated significant positive progress in developing a positive food culture over time.
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly Disagree

Comments/Examples: Tell us the story of how the schools food culture is evolving (eg. where it started, what you're doing, the changes you've seen, where you see it all going) (Max 1000 Characters)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Supporting Information (Optional)
You are welcome to attach photographs, newsletters, menus, student work samples, media articles, or other supporting materials. 
You may include a photo, newsletter snippet, or quote from a school leader or student (if available and appropriate).
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional Comments (Optional)
Please share any other information that supports this nomination.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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